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Dorothea Mackellar
Poetry Awards 2013

Wherever the 
Wind Blows

AUSTRALIA’S OLDEST AND BEST KNOWN POETRY WRITING 
COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN.

COMPETITION OPENS 1ST MARCH AND CLOSES 30TH JUNE 2013.

Visit the website www.dorothea.com.au for very easy to follow 
information on school registration and student entry.

PO Box 113, GUNNEDAH  NSW  2380
Telephone:  02 6742 1200  Fax:  02 6742 1435

Email:  dorotheamackellar@bigpond.com
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  Imagine being able to raise a 
Lockdown or Evacuation
alarm with the 
push of a button…

…no matter where you were in
your school grounds.

 

Visiting us online at: www.schoollockdown.com.au
Emailing us at:

          

sales@emergencyalertsystems.com.au

 

Or calling us on:

      

(02) 8037 5500
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Imagine being able to raise a Lockdown or 
Evacuation alarm with the push of a button…

…no matter where you were in
your school grounds.

Visit us online at: www.schoollockdown.com.au
Email us at: sales@emergencyalertsystems.com.au
Or call us on: (02) 8037 5500

what‘s new

Queensland-based Digistorm Education has developed a school-
specific app for iPhone, iPad and Android devices. 

The company broke new ground when it released Australia’s 
first native iPhone App for a K-12 school in 2010, for King’s Christian 
College. Close to 50 schools across Australia and New Zealand have since 
adopted the School App including: Scots College in Wellington, St Paul’s 
School and Somerville House in Brisbane and Radford College in the 
ACT. 

Parents, teachers and students at these schools can now access notices, 
event information, newsletters and urgent alerts anywhere, anytime. The 
School App also provides schools with the capability to send targeted 
push notifications instantly to users, at no cost. This was used to great 
effect by schools in Queensland to keep parents updated during the recent 
flooding.

Digistorm Director Tim Oswald says that, although the primary 
purpose of a having a school app is to communicate efficiently with 
parents and the school community, there are significant cost savings to be 
had too. For example, by switching to a digital newsletter, a school with 
1000 students can save up to $6000 annually that would otherwise have to 
be spent on a printing a fortnightly six-page newsletter.

The Digistorm School App comes in three packages. The entry level 
White Package provides schools with an easy to use communications 
platform for notices, and an events calendar. 

The Orange Package adds a newsletter and contact directory, while 
the comprehensive Blue Package includes a virtual school map, as well 

Anywhere, anytime communications with School App

as photo and video galleries. Each app is customised to the school’s needs 
and can be upgraded and expanded. 

tel (07) 5508 2929
www.digistormeducation.com.au ET
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Celebrate your students’ progress 

Confirm your students’ academic strengths and weaknesses.  
Compare your cohort’s performance to other years and state  
averages. Celebrate their success through the independent, skill-based 
International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS). 

Computer Skills   English   Mathematics   Science   Spelling   Writing

Detailed, fully downloadable performance reports inform all your 
educational development needs. Enrol full cohorts and qualify for  
a 10% discount on entry fees.

Recognition is achieved through the award of  certificates, medals  
and bonus ATAR points for entry to UNSW for medallists in years  
11 and 12. 

Test preparation is available too through our Practice Online facility.

 Simply scan the QR code or visit our website

More information is available from
Educational Assessment Australia
on 02 8344 1010  
or email info@eaa.unsw.edu.au     

www.eaa.unsw.edu.au 

Never Stand Still

UNSW Global ICAS  
Measuring your achievement

ICAS_2013_EducationToday.indd   1 14/01/2013   1:48:45 PM

After many years reading other 
people’s books, Corrimal High 
School’s Librarian, Susan Cutsforth 

has written a memoir that is so engaging it 
was published just before Christmas 2012.

Words have always been important to 
Susan, so when she and her husband Stuart 
made a daring decision to buy their own 
tumble-down farmhouse in South West 
France three years ago, she began recording 
each step of the renovation adventure.

After Susan had sent a 10-page email to 
friends back home describing her photos 
of their little house in France, it came to 
her that perhaps she had the beginnings 
of something that others would find 
interesting and enjoyable to read.

She worked on her memoir early in the 
morning and when she got home from a 
day teaching at Corrimal High. She said that 
she used notes that she had taken while they 
were working on the house; whenever she 
could snatch a minute from scooping gravel 
or peeling wall paper, she would record her 
thoughts. They worked so constantly that 

this was often at lunch or over a quick cup of tea.
Susan and Stuart have a love of both 

renovating and finding second-hand treasure to 
furnish and decorate houses. Even so, in France 
they were challenged by the language, shopping 

hours and initial lack of contacts in the village. 
All they had in the kitchen to begin with was a 
sink and a wood- burning stove.

She says that their hard work on the 
house won their neighbours over and now 
they have made great friends in the village. 
Jean-Claude, a neighbour and retired English 
teacher, who Susan says is the star of the 
book, has acted as a mentor, guide and friend 
and keeps an eye on their little old farmhouse 
when they are home again in Australia.

Susan says that the students at Corrimal 
High have encouraged her and have been 
delighted by her success. The memoir My 
House is Not in Paris was released as an 
ebook on 23rd December. It is significant 
for her school and students that it is the first 
ebook that Melbourne Books has published. 
As an award-winning teacher librarian, this 
is another significant achievement – to be 
at the forefront of reading and technology. 
Susan Cutsforth believes that her experience 
shows others that “ordinary people can 
achieve their dreams.” 

Corrimal High School Librarian writes her own book

what‘s new

ET

$499.00

Our outdoor clocks are designed and 
manufactured in Australia to stand up to 
the elements, look great and last.

Choose a colour to suit your school.

 

Perfect for any:
• Outdoor play area
• Classroom
• Assembly hall
• Canteen.

Features:
• Acrylic safety lense
• Battery operated 
• Water resistant
• Stainless steel
   security screws.

 

Visit
www.sydneyclockco.com.au 

Sydney Clock Company • Australian Designed and Manufactured Clocks.

P: (02) 4861 7265     F: (02) 8246 6624     E: info@sydneyclockco.com.au

540mm Diameter
incl. GST

      PICK A COLOUR 
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what‘s new

Sir Ken Robinson will return as presenter at EduTech 2103. This 
year’s event will include the exhibition, three conferences and five 
masterclasses. Over 3000 delegates are expected to attend the three-

day event on 3rd–5th June at Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre, 
where 150 businesses and educational organisations will be exhibiting.

EduTECH will host three concurrent conferences: K-12 Education 
Leaders Congress; K-12 IT Directors and Managers Congress; K-12 
Business Managers and Administrators Congress.
Keynote speakers
• Sir Ken Robinson Internationally recognised leader in the development 

of education, creativity and innovation (via live satellite link)
• Dan Pink author of Drive and Whole New Mind, leading thinker on 

motivation, innovation and leadership
• Sal Khan founder of Khan Academy (via live satellite link)
• Stephen Heppell online education expert
• Alan November international leader in educational technology
• Ewan McIntosh Founder and CEO of NoTosh
• Karen Cator Director – Office of Educational Technology, US 

Government
• Dr Gary Stager Executive Director – The Constructivist Consortium
• Scott Koslosky futurist

The conferences have been designed for principals and their education 
leadership teams to come together to delve into the big visions for 
technology in schools.
For information and to register online visit:
www.edutech.net.au

Sir Ken Robinson to headline K-12 education tech event 

ET
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Consider a ‘classroom of the outdoors’ 
connecting your students to nature at the 
Blue Mountains or Thredbo.

Experience educational packages tailored to 
the NSW K6-12 school curriculum offering 
a range of ethical environmental bushwalks 
and cultural programs. Developed and 
led by specialist National Parks Discovery 
Rangers.

Accommodation and meals provided at 
the two award-winning properties, the 
Blue-Mountains YHA and Thredbo YHA.  A 
comfortable, safe and affordable option for 
travelling school groups.

To obtain an information pack, or discuss 
your group’s needs, please contact the 
hostels directly. 

BLUE MOUNTAINS YHA 207 Katoomba St, Katoomba 2780      
T: (02) 4782 1416    E: bluemountains.groups@yha.com.au

THREDBO YHA 8 Jack Adams Pathway, Thredbo 2625
T: (02) 6457 6376    E: thredbo@yha.com.au

School Excursions

YHA offers secure, clean and affordable 
accommodation for groups across 
Australia. Each year, thousands of 
educational groups are welcomed by 
YHA! Choose from a range of places to 
stay, from the beach to the bush to the 
city. Whether you’re planning on visiting 
Parliament House in Canberra, seeing 
sporting events in Brisbane, going to 
museums in Melbourne, or exploring 
Sydney, consider YHA as the base for 
your next excursion.

•	 Budget accommodation & catering 
to suit your group

•	 Central locations
•	 Travel and activity planning
•	 Hassle free
•	 Safe and secure

YHA group accommodation
for schools

with YHA

SYDNEY

BRISBANE MELBOURNE

CANBERRA

Photo: Australian Capital Tourism

YHA group education programs


