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If you want history you can’t go past All 
Hallows’ School in Brisbane. The venerable 
old building has occupied an elevated 
spot on Duncan’s Hill just down the way 

from the city’s CBD since the Sisters of Mercy 
opened the doors in 1863. It’s one of the oldest 
school buildings in Queensland and a stunning 
example of Brisbane’s colonial architecture; 
some of the best to be found anywhere.

The site has seen a lot, as well as being a school 

and a convent, it also served as the command 
headquarters for Supreme Commander Allied 
Powers in the Pacific, Douglas McArthur, 
during the Second World War.

Over time, the demands of a thriving girls’ 
school has meant that new facilities have been 
added progressively. Early in 2015, the school 
opened its latest facility, Mary Place, a five-storey 
extension to the back of the campus to house 
Year 7 students. Wilson Architects’ sensitive 

refurbishment has revitalised the tired spaces 
and made them fit for 21st century learning 
practices while maintaining the integrity of the 
school’s original identity. 

Queensland recently reclassified Year 7 as a 
secondary year, which means that rather than 
one class having one teacher, students have 
several teachers for their subjects and move 
between classes. That demanded ample space, 
user friendliness, lockers and an eye on logistics 
from the Mary Place build.

Mary Place occupies an area that had been 
dedicated to a tennis court and a swimming 
pool, both largely unused. It offered a tired, 
unattractive view of what had become one of 
the school’s major elevations. The extension 
gives All Hallows a smart new alternative point 
for pick up and drop off, and has beautified the 
facade facing Kemp Place.

The nuns were famously unable to throw 
anything away and that holds true for the school’s 
buildings. Since the 1900s, layer has been built 
on layer – there’s even a floor between floors that 
has to be accessed via a secret stairwell.

The school’s buildings are much like an 
onion, revealing another layer of history as 
you peel each away. Project architect, Phillip 
Lukin, from Wilson Architects, says that they 
approached the design of the new building as 
being another layer of the school’s history.

All Hallows is heritage listed, which meant a 

Grand Dame gets a facelift 
New meets old at All Hallows’ Girls School in Brisbane, ET Staff

buildings and grounds
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specialist heritage architect, Michael Kennedy, was engaged by the school 
to work in consultation with Mr Lukin, helping to get the project approved 
by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection Queensland. 
The process involved presentations of extensive 3D modelling prior to the 
project being green-lighted.

The result is a functional modern building that sits comfortably among 
the rest of the school’s facades, featuring subtle references to All Hallows’ 
and the local area’s past. Mary Place is a substantial construction, housing 
15 classrooms over five stories, but its size is downplayed by a two storey 
high garden screen. The nuns often used screens to provide security and 
privacy, and the screen, which faces Kemp Place to the school’s rear, 
references that.

The colour of the screen is a mixture of aluminium, golds, browns and 
silvers which, when mixed together, complement the original buildings. 
Bright blue battens reference the colour of the school uniform and provide 
a bright counterpoint.

The large trellis structure on Kemp Place amplifies the existing 
landscape and stone wall at the school’s periphery. The trellis is made from 
standard galvanised enforcement mesh suspended and double layered 
creating a moiré effect. Lady Bowen Creeper planted at the base of the 
trellis will soon become a bright green wall resplendent with bright orange 
blossom.  

Space between the new classrooms and the rear of the existing building 
now forms a covered courtyard area. Classrooms at ground level can be 
thrown open to host events and the space has already been put to use 
hosting a parent teacher night.

Architect Phillip Lukin has two daughters at the school and when 
designing the space he dedicated a lot of thought to how girls would use 
the area. Because of that, the courtyard has quickly become a comfortable 
airy place in which to sit and talk. 

“Research has shown us that girls and boys use public spaces differently. 
Boys will tend to sit on rows looking outwards while girls will tend to form 
circular groups looking inwards. 

“The courtyard space has become a meeting area both during and 
between classes. Teachers will often have the students organise themselves 
into groups and go into the courtyard to discuss what’s been presented in 
class,” he says.

Mary Place’s classrooms have spectacular views to the north east down 
Fortitude Valley all the way out into Moreton Bay and word is that both 
students and teachers are enjoying their new bright and airy environs, a 
contrast to the classrooms in the original buildings.

The classrooms are designed to support a variety of social and active 
learning modes with the longer walls carrying huge whiteboards that the 
students use extensively in lessons.

Sustainable low-cost systems that will adapt to the school’s changing 
needs over the long term were a core consideration of the project. A large 
CHW tank in the basement car park uses existing cooling infrastructure to 
store cold water during off peak power. It has been sized so that eventually 
the existing school buildings can be connected to the cooling system and 
exterior air conditioning systems removed.

The total spend on the building was $10.6 million, which calculates 
to a surprisingly low per metre cost, while using quality materials and 
providing a modern, attractive environment for the students and teachers 
for years to come.  

www.kfgroup.co | 1300 300 369

Creating innovative learning spaces

Classroom furniture 
design can help 
students learn, and 
teachers teach, 
in several subtle 
and not-so-sub-
tle ways. Some of 
the more obvious 
ways are through 
meeting physical 
requirements, 
making sure the 
furniture meets the 
need of the student.

Educational furniture 
has become a 
teaching tool.

Activity Based 
Learning

ABL is about provid-
ing the most effective 
environments to suit 
the diverse range 
of tasks carried out 
from focused individ-
ual learning to open 
collaborative learning.

Visit our website 
www.kfgroup.co 
to view our full range 
of Activity Based 
Learning furniture.
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The Ultimate Thermoplastic 
Playground Markings   
 far superior to paint

Transforming your old and tired 
Playground into a World of 

Colour, Education and lots of Fun!
At Project Playgrounds we have a multitude of standard 

playground markings and games - from Chequerboards,  Alphabet 
Snakes and Dragons to numbered Crocodiles and traditional 

Hopscotch - all fantastically colourful and manufactured to fit 
into the valuable playground space available to you.

Vibrant colour and above all durability are the key features of our 
product. The material is non-toxic, non-slip, UV stable, colourfast 

and extremely durable.

The material is applied to the tarmac surface using a propane 
burner and heated until it becomes one with bitumen or 

concrete. Once cool (approximately 10 minutes after application) 
the markings are immediately ready to use by the children -  

unlike paint or other forms of markings which take hours or even 
days to dry rendering play and recreational areas redundant for 

long periods of time.

We are happy to visit your school free of charge. We conduct a 
site survey and then supply you with a comprehensive playground 
drawing and quotation with all quotations broken into individual 

components so you can pick and choose what you prefer... 
So easy

All playground design and quotations are supplied within  
48 hours of a site survey.

90% of installations are completed in 1 day or less - all markings 
are guaranteed and immediately useable by the children  

(lead times apply)

Don't delay! Call Today! 1800 264 307 
 www.projectplaygrounds.com.au | info@projectplaygrounds.com.au 

 

Project Playgrounds is Australia's number one provider of fun 
and educational thermoplastic playground markings – we have 
installed our fabulous product in over 100 schools nationwide.

 
We have a multitude of literacy and numeracy focused play-
ground markings and games – from Alphabetic Snakes to  

Calculating Caterpillars as well as traditional board games and 
Hopscotch – all fantastically colourful and manufactured to fit 

into the valuable playground space available to you.  
 

Our unique thermoplastic is specially designed for the harsh 
Australian climate and once installed our markings will not need 
any further maintenance for at least 10 years. Vibrant colour and 
extreme durability are the key features of our product which is 

completely non-toxic, anti-slip and UV stable.
 

Our markings are applied to the concrete or bitumen surface  
using extreme heat and once cool (after approximately 10 min-
utes) they are immediately ready for use by the children. Forget 

about paint or other forms of markings that take hours or days to 
dry rendering your playground useless for long periods of time. 

Give your students the playground they deserve and contact us 
now for a free quotation. All of our standard designs and prices 
are available on our website and we will tailor a package based 
on your budget and requirements, providing you with excellent 

customer service along the way. 
 

All quotations are supplied within 48 hours of your enquiry.
90% of installations are completed in 1 day or less . All markings 

are guaranteed and immediately useable by the children.


