
Education Today – Term 4 2011    11

what's new

Developed as a teaching tool, the PICAXE is a low-cost “brain” for almost any project

Easy to use and understand, students & teachers can be productive within minutes.
Free software development system and in-circuit programming.

Variety of hardware, project boards, and kits to suit your application.
Digital, analog, RS232, 1-Wiretm, SPI, I2C, and UNI/O.

PC connectivity.

JOIN THE TECHNOLOGY AGE NOW with PICAXE

Distributed in Australia by Microzed Computers Pty. Limited • Phone 1300 735 420 • Fax 1300 735 421 • www.microzed.com.au

Applications include
Datalogging
 Robotics
Measurement & instruments
 Motor & lighting control
 Farming & agriculture
Internet server
Wireless links

Colour sensing
Fun games

Thirty-nine state and territory 

fi nalists and fi ve national winners 

were recognised for their expert 

knowledge, exemplary skills and 

unswerving commitment to meet the needs 

of young Australians at the inaugural awards 

ceremony in Melbourne on 13th October 

2011.

• Australian Primary Teacher of the Year 

• Australian Secondary Teacher of the 

Year 

• Australian Primary Principal of the Year 

• Australian Secondary Principal of the 

Year 

• Th e Australian Government Minister’s 

Award for Excellence in Teaching or 

Leadership Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Education.

Winners of each category received a 

professional learning sabbatical working 

with recognised national and international 

AITSL recognises outstanding educators in inaugural awards
education experts and practitioners.

Winners will share their learning 

experience with their school community 

and their profession on completion.

Winners
Primary Teacher of the Year Jo Sherrin – 

Bradshaw Primary School, NT.

Secondary Teacher of the Year David 

Henderson – Rossmoyne Senior High 

School.

Primary Principal of the Year Lee Musumeci 

– Challis Early Childhood Education 

Centre, WA.

Secondary Principal of the Year David 

Hamlett – Taroona High School, Tas.

Graham Blackley – Bairnsdale Secondary 

College, Vic Minister’s Award for 

Excellence in Teaching or Leadership in 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Education

Avery Dennison has launched a range of 

erasable peel and stick sheets for school 

and home use. 

Th e 280 x 216 mm sheets can be written on 

using dry erase whiteboard markers and wipe 

clean without ghosting.

Th ey are reusable and repositionable and will 

stick to any non-porous smooth surface; the 

manufacturer recommends that they should not 

be used on fragile and textured surfaces such 

as wallpaper, fabrics and come fi nished wood 

surfaces.

Th e handwriting sheets come pre-printed 

with guidelines in packs of three. Th ere are also 

rectangular white sheets, round decals, calendar 

sheets and quote sheets in the range.

Tel 1800 644 353

www.averyprod ucts.com.au

Erasable peel and stick sheets

David Hamlett – Taroona High School, Tas
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Robyn Pearce (the Time Queen) will guide you through each step in just 3 hours over 3 weeks 
via her easy-to-access webinar series. No travel, no time away from work, and it doesn’t 
matter where you live (broadband connection, computer and headset are all you need). 

Register now at http://gettingagrip.com/etoffer/ and you’ll get a whopping 50% reduction as 
Education Today readers. 

Numbers limited on each course so book quickly to secure your spot.
For more information email jill@gettingagrip.com or phone (NZ) 0011 64 3 351 2140

Learn how to control your paper and email war the easy way

Does your 
office look 
anything like 
Sheri’s used  
to look?

After just 3 
hours with 
Robyn Pearce 
via webinar, 
hers looks like 
this, and so 
could yours

what's new

Teachers will be off ered the opportunity to become ‘Asia advocates’ 

to boost language learning, thanks to a project based at Murdoch 

University. 

ACICIS – the Australian Consortium for ‘In-Country’ Indonesian 

Studies – has been awarded nearly $400,000 by the Department of 

Education, Employment and Workplace Relations to develop the Indonesia 

from the ground up! program. 

ACICIS Founder and Director Prof David T Hill, Chair of South 

East Asian Studies at Murdoch University, said the program would give 

teachers the chance to immerse themselves in Indonesian culture on a 12-

day study tour to the country. 

“We know that if students are to have the best chance of learning a 

language, language instruction needs to be supported across all curriculum 

Ingrid Colman, a teacher from Tasmania, attend the ACICIS Indonesian 

Language Teacher Immersion (ILTI) Short Course pilot in January 2011

Prof David Hill

New program to boost Indonesian knowledge

areas, with the involvement of non-language teaching staff ,” he said. 

“Indonesia from the ground up! is designed for teachers of history, 

geography, arts, business, environment, media and citizenship, who will 

have little or no Indonesian language skills. 

“Th ese teachers will become ‘Asia advocates’ who can incorporate their 

new knowledge of Indonesia into their teaching and inspire their students. 

Th ey will have a dramatic impact on the teaching of Asian studies and 

make a substantial contribution to supporting language learning.” 

Two pilot tours, funded by the grant, are planned for July 2012 and 

January 2013. If these are successful, the program will be rolled out on a 

fee-paying basis.

www.acicis.murdoch.edu.au 
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Agitated, Disruptive – Even Aggressive Students?
We can help!

Priority Code: EC112

Since 1980, CPI has helped to keep schools safe across Australia, New Zealand, 
Europe, the United States, and Canada by teaching professionals how to defuse
confrontational situations with confidence and ease. To date, over six million
individuals—including thousands of educators—have participated in CPI’s 
highly successful Nonviolent Crisis InterventionSM training course.

For details on the Nonviolent Crisis InterventionSM training course, call us 
toll-free at 1300 244 674, visit crisisprevention.com, or email us at
AU_NZoffice@crisisprevention.com.

Australia and New Zealand Office
PO Box 509, Dulwich Hill • Sydney, 2203, NSW
Free Phone: 1300 244 674
Tel (Local Australia): +61 (0) 2 9516 5177
Email: AU_NZoffice@crisisprevention.com • crisisprevention.com

Join us at an upcoming 
2011 training course:

13–16 September • Perth, WA

20–23 September • Darwin, NT

11–14 October • Brisbane, QLD

18–21 October • Sydney, NSW

25–28 October • Melbourne, VIC

8–11 November • North Adelaide, SA

Teacher training for Jamie’s Home Cooking Skills secondary schools 

program is underway.

Th e program fi ts within a Year 9 and 10 food technology framework 

in Australia and teaches students to cook healthy, aff ordable food, using fresh 

ingredients. 

To off er the program, schools need to become an accredited centre; 

commit to the quality assurance regime; and attend a one-day BTEC training 

session. As of end September, 40 teachers in Perth, Sydney and Melbourne 

had booked or attended the one-day training. 

Th e program cost is $95.00 per student and includes the curriculum, 

recipes, activity sheets, fact sheets, support videos online, support, and quality 

assurance It comprises 60 hours of contact time, research time, preparation 

and assessment. On completion, students receive a BTEC level 1 qualifi cation.

Th e home cooking skills program has been launched in Australia by 

Pearson Australia.

 

www.pearson.com.au/jamieshomecookingskills

Jamie’s Home Cooking Skills 
secondary schools program

Nuance Communications, maker of Dragon Naturally 

Speaking soft ware has joined the Liberated Learning 

Consortium, (LLC), an international group of 

technology providers, colleges and universities working to 

advance information accessibility in higher education through 

the use of speech recognition technology. 

Th e Consortium was formed to support the diverse 

higher-education learning needs of people with disabilities 

by improving access to class lectures. Members research and 

develop platforms for speech recognition-based captioning 

and transcription of education media in support of the LLC 

mission. Australian Consortium partners include Australian 

National University, Macquarie University and University of 

the Sunshine Coast.

Representing between 10–20 per cent of all post secondary 

students, higher education learners with various disabilities 

face signifi cant challenges when it comes to capturing class 

notes or accessing information from class lectures. Many 

colleges and universities use volunteer note takers, but this 

is typically a very ineffi  cient process, and also forces students 

with disabilities to rely on others. Th ere are also outsourced 

services that can transcribe class lectures, however this 

is typically costly and ineffi  cient. Th e rapid rise of online 

multimedia based courses further increases the need for 

technology solutions focused on accessibility.

Th e Consortium’s aim through its research is to apply 

speech recognition technology to deliver real-time captioning 

and transcription of class lectures and other education media, 

to provide equal access to information for students of all 

abilities. 

http://liberatedlearning.com

Nuance joins speech 
recognition research 

consortium
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IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES... BIG CHANGES 
ARE HAPPENING IN CLASSROOM MUSIC EDUCATION! 

Want to know more? email curious@mva.org.au or visit
musicaviva.com.au/interactiveresources

All our teaching resources have been enhanced 
and from 2012 Musica Viva In Schools will 
include interactive resources for the digital 
classroom. 

These NEW interactive resources are: 
cross-platform
operational on either PC or Mac systems
operational on ANY interactive whiteboard 
system 
operational on a computer by themselves 
or with a data projector
exciting sophisticated music teaching 
resources and easy to use
free as part of the Live Performance 
Plus program

The interactive resources include:
Interactive music learning
Rich content 
Multi-track audio
Professional development components
Live presentations on HD video
Activities for school entry to Year 8 
learning levels
Activities to help children learn through play
Activities to stimulate creativity 
Activities to promote music and visual 
literacy
Activities for music making in the classroom

These resources have
been made possible by
the generous support of

Excellence in Science Teaching 
in Primary Schools
Brooke Topelberg science coordinator at 

Westminster Primary in Perth has been awarded 

Th e Prime Minister’s Prize for Excellence in 

Science Teaching in Primary Schools.

She terms the way she teaches science ‘non-

confrontational’ where children don’t feel under 

pressure to use the right language or come up 

with the right answer. 

“One example is that I use hand-held puppets 

to elicit discussion. Th e children feel quite 

comfortable in talking to the puppets. Th ey’re not 

scared or threatened about giving their views or 

opinions. Th ey don’t feel there’s an adult around.” 

For many of the same reasons, she oft en uses 

cartoons. Both approaches empower children for 

whom English is a second language.

Once a week, she opens up the science 

laboratory for a lunch time science club. “I have 

some fun science activities for the children to 

take part in – tea-bag rockets, hovercraft  CDs, 

something hands-on that they can do during the 

lunch time break.” Not surprisingly, the club is 

oversubscribed and children have to take turns.

Another cornerstone of her teaching is a 

whole-school approach. She integrates science 

with other learning areas. She has established 

science-based school projects to do with 

recycling resources and using water wisely 

and has just been granted money to develop a 

school vegetable garden.

Her infl uence, is much broader than 

Westminster Primary. With her Year Six pupils, 

she developed a story for a video on science 

investigation. Th ey then collaborated with media 

students from nearby Mirrabooka High School 

to fi lm it, with special eff ects contributed by 

Prime Minister’s prizes for science excellence awarded

Brooke Topelberg and students
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    Year 9 Language Trip 

undergraduates from Edith Cowan University. 

Th at video has now been sold and distributed to 

more than 200 schools across Australia.

Westminister Primary won the WA Science 

School of the Year award in 2008 and the Scitech 

Salvaged Sculpture Competition in 2009.

Excellence in Science Teaching 
in Secondary Schools
Dr Jane Wright science coordinator and 

head of the science faculty at Loreto College, 

Adelaide, has been awarded the Prime 

Minister’s Prize for Excellence in Science 

Teaching in Secondary Schools for her work 

in developing curriculum, teachers and a 

generation of young women.

 “Jane is highly regarded for her outstanding 

contribution to science teaching,” says Ms Jan 

Althorp, a former Executive Director of the 

Australian Science Teachers Association. “Her 

involvement within her school, the state and 

national professional associations has been 

extraordinary over 20 years. I don’t think she 

sleeps!”

Her enriched teaching has led to a string 

of awards including the Shell National Science 

Teacher Award in 1992, the BHP Billiton 

National Science Teacher Award and a Credit 

Union SA Award for Outstanding Science 

Teacher in 2010, and now the Prime Minister’s 

Prize.

Her students have investigated extra-sensory 

perception; fi nding the best way to neutralise 

spills of household cleaners; and testing the 

antibiotic eff ects of Manuka honey. Th ey present 

their results not just by writing reports, but 

using talks, videos, role-plays and stories. 

Dr Wright says: “It’s not just about 

teaching the students science, it’s actually 

being part of their lives. When my first Year 

8 class graduated from Year 12, I felt a real 

Dr Jane Wright and students

what's new

Finalists for the NEiTA 2011 ASG 

Inspirational Teaching Awards have 

been announced and 568 nominees 

will progress through to the next phase—

the NEiTA 2011 ASG Inspirational 

State and Territory Teaching Awards, in 

which 60 teachers will be announced as 

recipients by November 2011. Of these, 

NEiTA will select 10 teachers to receive 

national awards next year.

Teacher award recipients at the 

national level will receive national awards 

commemorated with a NEiTA crystal 

apple award and a professional or project 

grant of $5,000. 

One national awardee will be selected 

as Australia’s Inspirational Teacher to 

participate in the International Space 

Camp held in Alabama, USA, in July 2012 

sponsored by ASG.

www.neita.com.au 

NEitTA Awards 
nominees 

announced

sense of achievement which has never left. It’s 

about developing their thought processes, and 

watching them grow up.”

She recently coordinated her 26th week-

long, annual camp in the Flinders Ranges for 

90 Year 11 girls and 13 staff . Th e students leave 

their mobile phones at home and engage in a 

plethora of cross-disciplinary studies. Th ey 

examine distributions of plants and animals 

and their relationship to the environment, 

and compare salt concentrations in the creeks 

with samples from Adelaide. Th ey explore 

landforms, weathering and erosion, as well as 

the impact of feral animals.

Local Aboriginal people work with the 

students to broaden their understanding of 

Indigenous culture. And they become involved 

in art activities and creative writing.

 Th e program is typical of Dr Wright’s hands-

on approach to science, where girls who are 

about to be tested for their driver’s licences 

measure the speed and braking of cars along 

busy Adelaide roads, and biology lessons are 

sometimes held in the gardens surrounding 

Loreto, or at the school pond.



Glenn Webster, Director
WOODS FURNITURE PTY LTD
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Furniture Specialists

www.woodsfurniture.com.au

 Colour and kids 
Just as sound, smell, taste,  
touch and movement power  
memory, colour affects moods, 
performance and learning.
Calming, stimulating, nurturing, inspiring learning interiors... 
designed by Woods.

Contact Woods – we will show you how to bring education to life! 1800 004 555
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When quality matters, choose 
Davell for Australian made lockers

Now Available
 

Anti-BacterialPowder Coat Technology

Special School 
Locker
–  Specially designed for 

school backpacks and 
laptops.

–  Three point security 
locking.

–  Key operated or 
provision for padlock.

–  Ventilation louvres.
–  Adjustable shelf.

Multistore Locker
–  The ideal student 

locker.
–  Two adjustable 

recessed shelves
–  Personal compartment
–  Three point security 

locking
–  Key operated or 

provision for padlock

Standard Lockers
–  Available in tiers of 

1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 12 
(4 tier shown).

–  Key operated or 
provision for padlock.

–  Ventilation louvres.
–  Various heights.

Heavy Duty Lockers
–  Available in 1,2,3 & 4 tiers.
– Fully welded frame
–  Reinforced door
– Three point security locking
–  Key operated or provision 

for padlock

Laptop Lockers
–  Secure individual compartments.
–  Perforated backpanel for charging 

access and ventilation.
–  Key locking or provision for padlock.

Call us today on FREECALL 1800 199 136 to order lockers or discuss your needs!!!
Davell Products Pty Limited 
13-15 Monro Avenue Kirrawee NSW 2232 
Ph:  02 9521 4333  Fax: 02 9521 6191 www.davell.com.au

We can also custom 
make lockers to 

suit your particular 
requirements.

Mountains YHA has joined forces 

with NSW National Parks and 

Wildlife Services, Mount Tomah 

YHA launches school camps in NSW Blue Mountains

what's new

Botanic Gardens and Jenolan Caves to help 

teachers to organise school group itineraries 

that can be tailored to suit school needs or 

curriculum requirements linked to NSW 

K–12.

A range of environmental bushwalks 

and cultural programs have been 

developed and are led by specialist 

Discovery Rangers, Th e Blue Mountains 

Botanic Garden’s Education Team and 

Aboriginal Discovery Rangers.

Blue Mountains YHA now has a 

specialised group coordinator who can 

arrange chosen activities, at no extra 

charge, along with all accommodation and 

meals. Th e time consuming research, risk 

assessments and booking processes have 

now been removed from the equation.

To discuss tour options or obtain an 

information pack email Blue Mountains 

YHA with a brief description of group size, 

requested dates, age of students etc.

Blue Mountains YHA

Tel (02) 4782 1416

Fax (02) 4782 6203

Email 

bluemountains.groups@yha.com.au



Education Today – Term 4 2011    19

SunnyKids, a children’s charity has launched a new program for 

teachers called Read2Remember. Developed to support teachers 

across Queensland, the Read2Remember program supplies teachers 

from pre-primary to high school with class notes and resources to use 

on Remembrance Day and automatically enters schools in the National 

Reading Challenge. 

Th rough Read2Remember teachers can bring Remembrance Day 

into their normal daily curriculum and extend it in creative ways. “It 

is important to link our older community members with our younger 

ones and ensure that children understand the meaning of Remembrance 

Day in a positive way – through mateship, bravery and strength,” said 

Dr Lorraine O’Neill, SunnyKids Director of Education and Program 

Development. 

“We thought it was time to support the teachers who support the kids 

by providing them with activities and ideas they can use on Remembrance 

Day. Registration is simple and the class notes, written by international 

teaching specialists are curriculum focused.” 

A multi-faceted program, registration by teachers or heads of 

curriculum automatically enters schools into the National R2R Reading 

Challenge, the R2R School Competition and allows students to enter the 

Aussie Pride Competition. For further information or register a school or 

class visit the website.

 

www.read2remember.org.au 

Read2remember remembers teachers

Anthony Mackay, chair of AITSL, has welcomed education 

Ministers’ endorsement of a nationally consistent approach 

to teacher registration.

At a meeting in Melbourne on 13th October 2011, the 

Ministerial Council for Education, Early Childhood Development 

and Youth Aff airs (MCEECDYA) approved a proposal from AITSL 

regarding a nationally consistent approach to teacher registration.

Th e decision on teacher registration is an important feature 

of the national focus on further improving teacher quality. It 

means that across Australia provisionally registered teachers will 

provide evidence, against a set of seven standards, that they are 

profi cient practitioners in order to become fully registered. “Th is 

is an important step in protecting and strengthening the quality of 

the profession and building the confi dence of the community,” Mr 

Mackay said.

A nationally consistent approach to registration will increase 

mobility for Australian teachers, and ensure that registration 

is part of a wider framework for teachers’ career progression 

and professional learning guided by the National Professional 

Standards for Teachers. Th e agreed national approach builds on the 

positive features of existing registration regimes operating in many 

jurisdictions. 

Mr Mackay commented, “Th is is the latest step in putting into 

place a comprehensive national approach to improving teacher 

quality, recognised as being the major in-school factor in improving 

student learning. Th e Australian community can be more certain 

than ever that everyone involved in the education system is 

working to ensure that Australian teaching, school leadership and 

student outcomes are the best they can be.”

Ministers agree on consistent 
national teacher registration

what's new


